
Make the MOST of Your Child’s Summer!
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is a place where every 
child can try something

new and be supported by an entire community 
willing them to succeed - at Capital Camps
we ensure it is done right! 

CChheevvrraa..
(Lifelong Friends.)

It’s what makes Mosh, Mosh!
Habonim Dror Camp Moshava: A unique camping experience filled 
with leadership development, Jewish celebration, social justice and 
love of Israel. Campers love our skits, singing, dancing, sports, 
swimming, low ropes challenge course, tubing, canoeing, crafts, 
creative Shabbat observance and more. Close to home in beautiful 
Harford County, Maryland. For young people entering 3-10th grade. 

Caring campers for a better world. 
www.CampMosh.org   1-800-454-2205 

Join us at an open house in Baltimore on February 21. 
For details call 1-800-454-2205 or visit www.CampMosh.org 

Join us at an open house in your area.
For details call 1-800-454-2205 or visit www.CampMosh.org

-10th grade. rd
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cousin did and I watched her and it
looked like fun,” says Aleyna Akcam,
12, a student at Perry Hall Middle
School. She caught the theater bug
from her cousin.

In addition to budding actors, the
academy also nourishes the talents of
young writers. Midtown Academy
student Izzy Incocentes, 12, hopes to
be an author when he grows up.

“I hope that when I’m doing
“Twelfth Night” I’ll get ideas, because
I want to be an author.”

A similar improvisation class was
under way for the giggling lower
school kids. Here “Acting = Action”
was written on the board. The lower
school program was new for the
summer of 2011.

Gilman points with pride to the
mix of campers: public and private
school students, city and suburban
children.

“As actors it’s a really great oppor-
tunity. It’s not just because diversity is
good, but it makes the program bet-
ter. It’s all about the experiences you

bring to your play and when you
have kids who have very different
experiences and can share those
experiences with each other, the pro-
duction has a much deeper sense
of community. We have kids who
would never meet each other in their
lives and they come here and they
actually get to meet each other and
come together, and they all like
theater,” he says.

For distracted teens, the Acad-
emy offers a solid grounding in the
bottom lines skills needed for act-
ing. They come away with a sense
of discipline.

“Attention span is a very hard thing
to come by these days and I think the
program pushes kids. We’re training
them to be professional actors. What
that takes is a lot of concentration,
[and] a lot of repetition,” says Gilman.

This past summer, the Academy
moved from the Spotlighters Theatre
on St. Paul Street to a new home at
the Midtown Academy in Baltimore’s
Mt. Royal neighborhood. Of course,
no acting camp would be complete
without those all-important per-
formances for family and friends.
The student shows took place at
Spotlighters, so the kids could have
the full theatrical experience, with
lighting, sets, staging, etc.

This past summer, the lower
school kids performed an orig-
inal piece; the middle school
students tackled “Twelfth Night”
and the high school students put on
“”The Tempest”.”

“I’m so glad I came again because it
really just ups my self-esteem and has
made me such a better person. I love
it here,” says Shorts.

For Information on the Young Actors
Academy summer programs go to spot
lighters.org or call 410-752-1225. �
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““II’’mm  ssoo  ggllaadd  II  
ccaammee  aaggaaiinn  

bbeeccaauussee  iitt  rreeaallllyy
jjuusstt  uuppss  mmyy  
sseellff--eesstteeeemm  

aanndd  hhaass  mmaaddee  
mmee  ssuucchh  aa  

bbeetttteerr  ppeerrssoonn..””  
—Danielle Shorts

Amy Landsman is a freelance writer.
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