
Your Place for
Special Events

Book your next Green Wedding,
Bar or Bat Mitzvah, or business

rental with us!

Featuring: Beautiful scenic views
of the Caves Valley, green caterers,
use of serene nature trails, green
building, tent rental and more.

For more information call:
Kim Devkota
443-738-9236

DevkotaK@ExploreNature.org

11201 Garrison Forest Road
Owings Mills, MD 21117
www.ExploreNature.org

Let us help you celebrate 
life’s special moments.
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©2009 Hilton Hotels Corporation.

401 West Pratt Street, Baltimore, MD 21201

www.baltimore.hilton.com

Contact our Dedicated Catering Team at 443.573.8760 or julie.woods@hilton.com.

Now open, the Hilton Baltimore is a vision of elegance. Allow us to make your dreams come true for your

Wedding or B'nai Mitzvah with our quintessential service and culinary genius. Host your event in a variety of

venues ranging from cocktails overlooking Camden Yards to an elaborate reception in our 25,000 sq. ft. Key

Ballroom or 15,000 sq. ft. Holiday Ballroom.

Travel is more than just A to B.
Travel should lead us to a celebration as special as the day itself.

Travel should take you places®
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• DIAMONDS • • FINE JEWELRY •
1350 Reisterstown Rd. • Pikesville Shopping Center

410-653-3430
HOURS: Tuesdays - Saturdays 10-5

A Girl’s Best Friend…
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WEDDING
PHOTOGRAPHY
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Simone Ellin
Special to the JewishTimes

In the film 27 Dresses when actress
Katherin Heigl opens her closet to
display the ugliest bridesmaid dresses

imaginable,many female movie-goers felt
her pain. Bridesmaid dresses are notori-
ously unattractive.When some friends
become brides-to-be, they often seem to
take leave of their style and senses. Still,
most bridesmaids grin and bear it, never
sharing their true feelings.Until now!

Jobi Zink of Patterson Park, has been a
bridesmaid six times, including three times
in one year.“My friend Andrea,” says Ms.
Zink,“chose powder blue polyester dress-
es with matching jackets.The bridesmaids
were three brunettes with brown eyes
and one red head with brown eyes.
Andrea chose powder blue to match the
eyes of her fiancé. She didn’t care that it
didn’t match any of our eye colors,” she
recalls.“The wedding was Orthodox, so
even though it was outside in June,we
had to wear our jackets throughout the
ceremony.We were even required to
wear the jackets during the party, even
though men and women danced sepa-
rately,” reveals Ms.Zink.

“Then there was‘Million DollarAmy’,”
says Ms.Zink.“Whether it was the
engagement party, the shower, or the
bachelorette party, the ten bridesmaids,

including myself,were always writing checks
for $100!”

“ForAmy’s wedding the dress was a
standard navy blue,but during the service
we had to wear these itchy, polyester
jackets that didn’t hide anything,”Ms.Zink
exclaims.“As the wedding got closer the
bride and her mother became more and
more ridiculous in their demands. The
week of the wedding they decided the
bridesmaids should be navy blue from
head to toe — navy blue finger nails, navy
blue dyed shoes, and navy blue hose.
Then, for our thank-you gifts,we received
hideous pewter-colored handbags that
didn’t even match the blue theme.We
were supposed to bring it to the wedding
but I forgot mine,” confides Ms.Zink.

When Ms.Zink herself married, she
tried to be kind to her bridesmaids.“I
made them wear matching dresses,” she
admits,“but in my opinion, they didn’t
clash with anyone’s skin or hair color.They
were cranberry and the wedding was in
the fall. I bought necklaces and earrings for
them, and they could wear any nail polish
they liked. And yes, I know my friends are
still grumbling about me,” she adds with
a chuckle.

One woman (name withheld) from
Timonium who has been a bridesmaid an
excessive ten times, recalls when she
agreed to be a bridesmaid against her bet-

ter judgment.“I had only been out of
college a few years and I real-

ly couldn’t afford being a
bridesmaid again. I de-

clined nicely, but the
friend later heard
me talking about
needing to buy a

dress for a holiday

party, and she got mad. So I agreed to
do it,” she says.“The dress was florescent
orange with matching dyed orange shoes.
As the date for the wedding got closer, I got
a call from one of the other bridesmaids
who revealed that the wedding had been
called off.So I was stuck with this ugly dress
and ugly shoes that I couldn’t afford and
that I would never wear again,”she relates.

Some brides are determined to break
the“bridezilla” stereotype. Lauren Silber-
man of Catonsville recalls the biggest
pre-wedding argument she had with her
mother was about bridesmaid dresses.“I
wanted them to use black dresses they
already had.Most of my bridesmaids
were from out of town, and they had to
travel up to Baltimore and pay for hotel
rooms. I didn’t want them to spend so
much money. But my mom was adamant
that they had to match for the pictures,”
explains Ms. Silberman.“So I went home
to Memphis forThanksgiving, and saw
two of my bridesmaids, and to my sur-
prise, both of them said,‘We totally want
bridesmaid dresses!’And when they
heard that my wedding had a retro
theme, they were especially excited,” says
Ms. Silberman.“We ended up finding
these 1940’s style black, cocktail length
dresses that were not too expensive.
Even though I went into this believing that
no one ever wears a bridesmaid dress
more than once, I know for a fact that at
least one of my bridesmaids has worn
her dress again,” says Ms. Silberman.
“And my mom was right.The pictures
looked great!”��

Simone Ellin is the Director of Marketing at
the Jewish Museum of Maryland.
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What
Were They
Thinking?

Bridesmaid horror stories.

Jobi Zink and one of her many ugly 
bridesmaid dresses.
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After all, everyone
knows bridesmaid

dresses can never be
worn again!
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